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2015 Fall Seminar 
Hot Topics In Civil Defense Litigation 

Friday, September 25, 2015 
 
 

7 a.m. Registration & Continental Breakfast, Grandville Foyer 
   
8:00 – 8:15 a.m. Welcome & Announcements ................................................... Grandville A & B 
 David W. Hood, President, Patrick Harper & Dixon LLP 
 W. John Cathcart, Program Chair, Brown Crump Vanore & Tierney LLP 
 
8:15 – 9:15 a.m. Recent Decisions of Relevance ........................................... Grandville A & B 
 Leslie Packer, Ellis & Winters LLP 
   
9:15 – 10:00 a.m. Defending the Third Party Litigation Claim Against the Insurer and  
 Automobile Repair Shop 
 C. Preston Armstrong, IV, Golding Holden & Pope LLP 
 
10:00 – 10:15 a.m. Morning Networking Break & Exhibitor Showcase 
 Sponsored by RGL Forensics  
 
 

10:20 – 11:05 a.m. Practice Group Breakout Session I  
  
Construction  Slippery When Wet: Investigations and Defending Building Envelope Claims 
Nottingham Alan O. Campbell, PE, RRC, Applied Building Sciences Inc. 
 
Employment Current Litigation Trends – The EEOC Perspective   
Provencial Thomas M. Colcough, Deputy Director, EEOC, Charlotte District Office 
 
General  Working with Expert Witnesses and Consultants 
Grandville A & B  John Holecek, Warren Forensics  
 Mel J. Garofalo, Hedrick Gardner Kincheloe & Garofalo, LLP 
 
Government   Update on Qualified Immunity 
Riviera   Christopher J. Geis, Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice LLP  
 
Medical Malpractice Current Issues in Medical Malpractice Litigation 
Grandview A Erin M. Young, Yates McLamb & Weyher   
 Scott S. Addison, Lincoln Derr PLLC 
 Sponsored by Noteworthy Court Reporters 
 
Paralegals How to Make your Trial One to Remember 
(Only one session) Jerrod Mills, Trial Exhibits Inc.  
Renoir  
 
Product Liability  Can We Talk?  Privilege Pitfalls When Dealing With a Corporation 
Berkeley Angela M. Allen, Ragsdale Liggett PLLC 
  
Workers’ Comp    The Impact of Social Media on Worker’s Compensation 
Beaumont      Melissa K. Walker, Lewis & Roberts PLLC 
 



 
11:10 – 11:55 a.m.  Practice Group Breakout Session II, repeating 
                   (General, Construction, Employment, Government, Product Liability, Medical Malpractice, Worker’s Compensation) 
 
Noon – 1 p.m.  Networking Lunch ………………………………………... …………...Grandville C & D 
 Sponsored by Dixon Hughes Goodman LLP  
  
 
1:00 – 1:45 p.m. Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (“UAVs”): 
 Usage, Potential Misusage and Coverage Gaps ....................... Grandville A & B 
 David S. Coats, Bailey & Dixon LLP, Raleigh 
  
1:45 – 2:30 p.m. Hey: Isn’t That Against Policy? .................................................. Grandville A & B 
    Michael W. Washburn, Brown Crump Vanore & Tierney LLP, Raleigh 
 
2:30 – 2:45 p.m. Afternoon Networking Break & Exhibitor Showcase 
   
 

2:45 – 3:30 p.m. Defining a Household Resident Family Member  
  in Personal Auto Policies……………………………………………Grandville A & B 
  William J. Robinson, Senior Claims Attorney, National General Insurance Company 
     
3:30 – 4:30 p.m. E – Discovery and Ethics of Social Media ................................. Grandville A & B 
Ethics Hour Brian C. Focht, Stiles Byrum & Horne LLP, Charlotte  
 
    

General Program Information 
 

Continuing Legal Education Credits.  This program is approved for 6.5 hours MCLE credit, including 1.0 
hour Ethics credit.  If you do not attend the program in its entirety, please complete a partial credit form and 
return as indicated on the form.  
 
Insurance Continuing Education Credits.  Six (6) hours, including 1 hour ethics, of continuing education 
credits have been approved by the North Carolina Department of Insurance.  An attendance verification 
form has been included in your registration envelope.  Please complete to ensure that your hours are re-
ported accurately and return to the registration desk prior to leaving or mail as indicated on the form.  Your 
Certificate of Completion for this seminar will be mailed to you.  If you do not have an attendance verifica-
tion form, please inquire at the registration desk. 

 
Program Evaluation.  An e-mail evaluation will be circulated as follow-up to the program.  Let us know your 
thoughts on the quality of this year’s program, and topic and speaker suggestions for future programs.  We 
appreciate your participation at this seminar! 
 
Wireless Internet Access.  Complimentary wireless internet access is available on a first come/first served 
basis in the General Session room and the lobby areas.  Please request access for only one device per 
attendee.   The access code is:     
 

User ID:   NCADA                 Password:   NCADA 
 
If you are an overnight guest of the hotel, you may log-in to the hotel wireless with your room log-in infor-
mation.  Please access the Grandover wi-fi pages and follow the onscreen directions. 
 
If you would prefer your own individual wireless access, are having trouble with the group code, or have 
been denied access, wi-fi service is available for $10, payable by credit card.  See the “Grandover Confer-
ence” tab on the wi-fi access page of the hotel website.  Please check at the registration desk for further 
details if needed. 
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CaseWorks understands the im-
portance of timely, accurate court 

reporting to your business. We provide the legal industry 
with the highest quality court reporting, complete video ser-
vices and litigation support anywhere your case takes you. 
Utilizing the latest technology enables us to tailor our ser-
vices to meet our clients’ individual needs. Contacts: Jim 
Anderson, Linda Russell. 336-768-7554; 
www.caseworksonline.com  

 
 
 

 
Exponent (formerly Failure 
Analysis Associates) provides 

high quality, independent, science-based and timely investi-
gations, litigation support and demonstrative evidence ser-
vices. 20 offices nationwide.  Contact: 888-656-3976
(EXPO); info@exponent.com 
 

 
 
 

 
Matson, Driscoll & Damico is an inter-
national forensic accounting firm special-
izing in financial matters involving loss 
calculations, fraud determination, busi-

ness valuations and intellectual property matters.  
Contacts: Jason Lee, Dusty Bredeson   
704-362-1640; www.mdd.net 
 

 
Tanner Legal Nurse Consulting strives to 
provide quality services to attorneys, helping 
save time and money.  Services include case 
screening, report writing, record analysis and 
more.  Contact: Kelly Tanner RN, BSN, CCRN, 

CCTC; Cell 704.962.8048; Kelly@tannerlegalnurse.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
RGL Forensics is an international 
firm of accounting, valuation, and 

technology professionals specializing in litigation support 
services including expert financial testimony, economic loss 
calculations, valuations, and e-discovery.  Contact:  Derek 
Royster, Chris Green.  704-554-5855;  www.rgl.com 
 

 
Lawyers Mutual  
continues its 30 plus years 
of support for North Caroli-

na attorneys by providing professional liability insurance, 
with related claims repair and risk management services and 
expanding the broad range of personal insurance products 
and services offered through Lawyers Insurance Agency.  
Contact: Camille Stell, Dan Zureich;  800-662.8843; www. 
lawyersmutualnc.com 
 
 
 

 
 
Engineering Systems Inc. (ESI), is a multi-
disciplinary, professional engineering and 

consulting firm and laboratory capable of handling projects 
ranging from simple failure analysis to complex engineering 
studies with 14 offices nationwide; including our new office in 
Charlotte, NC. 
www.esi-website.com 
 
 

 
 
Applied Building Sciences, Inc. offers ar-
chitectural, engineering, and environmental 
consulting services.  Our professionals are 

experienced in structural, civil, and mechanical disciplines as 
well as human factors, building envelope analysis, and build-
ing commissioning.  Contacts: Steve Moore P.E., 
704.749.3545; Scott Harvey AIA,  843-724-1466; 
www.appliedbuildingsciences.com 

 
Rimkus Consulting Group, Inc., a full-
service forensic consulting firm, uses prov-
en forensic techniques to probe and ana-

lyze construction accidents and disputes, residential and 
commercial problems, product failures, motor vehicle and 
marine accidents, and industrial firesand explosions of all 
kinds. Our job is to find out what happened and why, from 
the cause and origin through the extent of loss. In many cas-
es, we can point the way toward a speedy disposition of the 
claim.  Contact: Bill Berg, 877-896-6227   
www.rimkus.com 
 

 
DHG Forensics provides advi-
sory, investigative and litigation 

support services, including commercial damages, digital fo-
rensics, fraud & corporate investigations, insurance claims, 
and personal economic damages.  Contact: Victoria Coble, 
CPA/CVA/CDFA/CFP; vic.coble@dhgllp.com; D 
704.644.4849;;P 704.367.7020; www.dhgllp.com 
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Accident Reconstruction Analysis, Inc. (ARA-I) 
has provided failure analysis and accident recon-
struction services in over 18,000 investigations dur-

ing the past 30 years.  Our staff has over 150 years of 
experience in forensic investigations.   
Contact: Johnnie Hennings, 919-787-9675;  
www.ara-i.com 

 
Accident Research Specialists, 
PLLC is an investigative engineering 

firm that examines and analyzes a variety of accidents, 
defects and failures across multiple discipline areas.  ARS 
has extensive knowledge and experience in automobile 
accidents, civil/structural collapses, construction defects 
and accidents, fire & explosions, marine accidents, prod-
uct liabilities, and workplace accidents. Our company pro-
vides many services to our clients such as scene docu-
mentation, standards and code review, engineering and 
modeling analysis, exhibit and animation creation, acci-
dent reconstruction and expert testimony.  
Contact: Mike Sutton, Founder; msutton @accident-
research.com, 919-460-8774; http://www.accident-
research.com/ 
 

Batten Investigations, Inc. 
has been in business for over 

25 years, and we specialize in workers' compensation, 
liability, corporate, criminal, civil, background and environ-
mental investigations.  Contacts: Brian Casey, Jeanna 
Casey. 910-673-0547;  www.batteninvestigations.com 
 

Brod Forensic Economics pro-
vides consulting and expert-
witness services.  BFE works with 

both defendants and plaintiffs, analyzing lost profits, lost 
earnings, and other economic issues, including the as-
sessment of other experts' reports.   
Contact: Dr. Andrew Brod; info@andrewbrod.com, 
336-707-6439; www.AndrewBrod.com. 
 

CaseMetrix is a network of southeast-
ern plaintiff and defense firms who con-
tribute their settlements & verdicts into a 

real-time, searchable database.  Contact: Kim White, 
kim.white@case-metrix.com, 404-849-6422; 
www.casemetrixga.com   
 
 

Concierge Medical & Risk Consultants 
specializes in complex and catastrophic 
medical case reviews for the purpose of 

assisting with settlement strategies, developing medical 
cost projections, MSAs and Life Care Plans.   
Contacts: Alisa Cornetto, Carmen Bullard;  
336-380-0041,  www.conciergemrc.com 

 
EFI Global, Inc. is a full-service engineering, 
fire investigation, environmental, health and 
safety and specialty consulting services firm 

serving a variety of industries in both the public and private 
entities.  Contacts: Dana Berry, Bob Hird;   
704-246-2420, www.efiglobal.com 
 

Since September 1985, Forensic Engineering 
Inc. (FEI) has followed a basic philosophy to pro-
vide our clients: "what they need to know, when 

they need to know it."  Our 10,000 case experience in-
cludes: product defect analysis, fire origin and cause, traf-
fic accident reconstruction, structural defects, water intru-
sion, highway/traffic engineering, municipal engineering, 
and electrical engineering.  Offices in Raleigh and Winston 
Salem, NC.  Contacts: Eddie Jones, Rebekah Harmon; 
919-602-6956, ejones@feiwebsite.com; 
www.feiwebsite.com 

 
Huseby, Inc. offers Worldwide Litiga-
tion Support through its experienced 
and technologically savvy Certified 

Court Reporters (including realtime reporters) and Certified 
Legal Video Specialists.  One phone call is all it takes for 
scheduling or schedule online at www.huseby.com.  Our 
services inlclude:  a secure web-based repository for tran-
scripts/videos/exhibits available 24/7 and set up at no cost 
for every client; E-transcripts; transcripts hyperlinked with 
exhibits; digitized videos synchronized with transcripts; 
web-based video streaming; over 4000 deposition suites 
and videoconferencing locations; interpreters and transla-
tors; and transcription services.   
Contact:  Debbie Lawrence, 1-800-332-2082;  
www.huseby.com 
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A powerful resource in litigation since 1970,  
S-E-A, Ltd. offers multi-disciplined forensic analy-
sis, research and testing to insurance companies, 
law firms and corporations worldwide.  S-E-A’s full-
time, court qualified staff consists of mechanical, 

biomechanical, electrical, civil and material engineers, fire in-
vestigators, chemists and industrial hygienists.  These disci-
plines interact to provide timely, thorough and independent 
analyses that support any subsequent litigation.  Contact: Ad-
am Locke, 704-679-9916; www.SEAlimited.com 
 

Southern Rehabilitation Network is a regional 
company specializing in Case Management and a 
variety of specialized services such as Expert Vo-
cational  Assessment, Loss of Earning Capacity, 
Life Care Planning, Medical Cost Projection and 
Medicare Set Aside.  Contacts: Kathy Thaman, 

Sonja Ellington.  919-630-3618.  www.southernrehab.net 
 
Unified Investigations & Scienc-
es, Inc. is an independent forensic 
engineering and origin and cause 

investigations company that provides a spectrum of services 
at competitive prices and the highest quality forensic analyses 
and origin and cause investigations in the industry.  As one of 
the largest origin and cause investigative firms in the US, we 
offer global experience, national coverage and local expertise.  
Our national, coast to coast, network ensures the timely and 
expert response you need, anytime, anywhere.  Contact: Alan 
Anderson. 404-435-3334. www.uis-usa.com 
 

Warren is a forensic engineering 
and consulting firm providing tech-
nical investigations and analysis of  

property, liability and injury claims as well as expert testimony 
for insurance adjusters and attorneys. Extremely well versed 
in the disciplines of mechanical, electrical, structural, and fire 
and explosion investigation, our engineers are known for get-
ting to the bottom of it - origin, cause, responsibility and cost of 
an event or claim - with unmistakable clarity.   
Contacts: John Holecek, Allan Abbata, 803-732-6600;  
www.warrenforensics.com 
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LNL Consulting, PLLC is an in-
dependently owned business of-
fering an array of health care ser-

vices.  Services include case management, life care plan-
ning, medical records review, Medicare Set-Aside, and 
consultations in long-term care planning.  
Contact: LaToya Lowery, lnlconsulting14@gmail.com; 
336-265-7376, www.lnlconsulting-nc.com 
 

 Noteworthy Reporting Services, 
LLC Noteworthy Reporting Services 
offers court reporting coverage for 

depositions, examinations under oath, hearings and meet-
ings, as well as provides transcription services. We partner 
with videography specialists and interpreting services to 
cover all of your job needs. While our main coverage area 
is within the state of North Carolina, we have developed a 
nationwide network of reporting firms and freelance report-
ers with whom we work to aid our clients in scheduling out-
of-state depositions.  Noteworthy Reporting… your LOCAL 
firm covering your NATIONWIDE court reporting needs. 
Contact:  Angela M. Eisenhardt, 919-556-3961, 
www.noteworthyreporting.com. 
 

PT&C|LWG Forensic Consulting  
Services  Global provider of Forensic 
Engineering, Fire & Explosion Investiga-

tion, Building Consulting, Equipment Restoration and Digi-
tal forensics. Experts in 30+ offices across the U.S., Cana-
da, Latin America, the U.K. and Singapore. Contacts: Mark 
Kissel, Richard Rice, 847-559-3000; www.ptclwg.com                                                      

 
Ringler Associates® is 
the nation’s largest struc-

tured settlement firm.  Since 1975, we’ve placed over 
195,000 structures with annuity premiums totaling over 
$30 billion.  Contact: J. Kevin Caple, CPCU, ARM;  
kcaple@ringlerassociates.com, 704-544-1124; 
www.ringlerassociates.com  

 
Robson Forensic is a leading 
national forensic architecture 

and engineering firm providing superior technical exper-
tise, scientific investigation, and expert testimony to the 
legal profession and insurance industry.  Contact: Mark E. 
Williams, AIA, NCARB, (843) 722-0119;  
www.robsonforensic.com    
 



The Mountains are calling, and I must go. 
-John Muir 

 

39th NCADA Annual Meeting 
June 16-19, 2016 

Omni Grove Park Inn, Asheville  

Save the Date 


