
2017 Fall Seminar & Judicial Candidates’ Forum 
Friday, September 29, 2017 

Program Agenda 
 

7 a.m. Registration & Continental Breakfast, Grandville Foyer 
   
8:00 – 8:15 a.m. Welcome & Announcements…………...………………………………..Grandville A & B 
 Dayatra T. Matthews, President, Local Government Federal Credit Union, Raleigh 
  
8:15 – 9:15 a.m. Recent Decisions of Relevance 
 Dixie T. Wells, Ellis & Winters L.L.P. 
 
9:15 – 10:00 a.m. Spoliation in the Era of Technology  
 Brady A. Yntema, Goldberg Segalla  
 
10:00 – 10:15 a.m. Morning Networking Break & Visit Exhibitors 
 
10:20 – 11:05 a.m. Breakout Sessions Block 1 
 
Construction Construction Contracts: Best Practices for Minimizing Risk………………Whitehall 
 Melissa D. Brumback, Ragsdale Liggett P.L.L.C.   
 
Employment                                   Mayday From the Bermuda Triangle! An Overview and Update on the  
                                     Intersection of the FMLA, ADA and  
   Workers’ Compensation Leaves of Absence………………………………Nottingham  
                                                                                                          Danielle B. Wilson, The Banks Law Firm & Edward S. Schenk, Williams Mullen P.C. 
  
General Liability   Insurance Bad Faith: Interesting Decisions………………………….Grandville A & B 
                                                               Benjamin S. Chesson, Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough L.L.P. 
 
Government                  Internal Investigations for Local Governments –  
                                     An Inside and Outside Counsel Perspective…………………………………….Savoy 
                                       S. Mujeeb Shah-Khan, City Attorney, City of Monroe & Patrick H. Flanagan,  
                                    Cranfill Sumner & Hartzog L.L.P. 
      
11:10 – 11:55 a.m.  Breakout Sessions Block 2 
 

Product Liability        Automated Vehicles and North Carolina –  
                                    Issues and Questions for the Defense Bar…………………………..Grandville A & B  
                                    Patrick J. Cleary, Bowman & Brooke L.L.P 
 
Medical  Refresher Courses: Electronic Fetal Monitoring Strips &  
Malpractice Gross Negligence………………………………………………………………….Whitehall 
             P.K. Shere, Cranfill Sumner & Hartzog L.L.P. &  
             Richard J. Rivera, Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein L.L.P. 
 
Paralegals      Document Management: How Paralegals Can Efficiently and  
    Effectively Organize Production……………………………………………..Nottingham  
      Bobbie Kullman, NCCP, Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough L.L.P. 
 
Workers’ Comp  Case Law Update: Wilkes, Bentley and More……………………………………Savoy  
 M. Duane Jones, Hedrick Gardner Kincheloe & Garofalo L.L.P. 
 
Noon – 1:00 p.m.      Networking Lunch Sponsored by                        …………………...….Grandville C & D 
  
1:00 – 1:30 p.m. Drones and Other Technological Advances in  
 Claims Handling ……...…………………………………………………..Grandville A & B 
 Ryan Siekmann, S-E-A. Ltd. 
 



 

1:30 – 1:45 p.m. Compliance, Consumer Protection, and the Attorney General  
 Joshua H. Stein, Attorney General of North Carolina  
 
1:45 – 2:30 p.m. Governmental Immunity Claims & Insurance Liability 

  Roger A. Askew, Senior Deputy County Attorney, Wake County, Daniel Peterson,  
 Charlotte City Attorney, William A. Bulfer, Teague Campbell Dennis & Gorham L.L.P., 
 David W. Hood, Patrick   Harper & Dixon L.L.P. 
 
2:30 – 2:45 p.m.  Afternoon Networking Break & Visit Exhibitors  
 
2:45 – 3:30 p.m.            Hold ‘em or Fold ‘em: Gambling with the Introduction of Medical Bills  
  Heather G. Connor, McAngus Goudelock & Courie L.L.C. & Kevin D. Elliott, Robinson 
  Elliott & Smith 
 
3:30 – 4:30 p.m.                      Issues of the Tripartite Relationship 
(Ethics) Ken Bunn, Director of Claims Operations, Builders Mutual, David L. Levy, Hedrick 
 Gardner Kincheloe & Garofalo L.L.P.; David S. Coats, Bailey & Dixon L.L.P.,  
 William J. Robinson, Senior Counsel, National General Insurance  
 
    

General Program Information 
 

Continuing Legal Education Credits.  This program is approved for 6.5 hours MCLE credit, including 1.0 
Hour of Ethics.  If you do not attend the program in its entirety, please complete a partial credit form and 
return as indicated on the form.  
 
Insurance Continuing Education Credits.  Six (6) hours of continuing education credits have been approved 
by the North Carolina Department of Insurance, for 5.0 hours of general credit and 1.0 hour of ethics.  An 
attendance verification form has been included in your registration envelope.  Please complete to ensure 
that your hours are reported accurately and return to the registration desk prior to leaving or mail as indi-
cated on the form.  Your Certificate of Completion for this seminar will be mailed to you.  If you do not have 
an attendance verification form, please inquire at the registration desk. 

 
Program Evaluation.  An e-mail evaluation will be circulated as follow-up to the program.  Let us know your 
thoughts on the quality of this year’s program, and topic and speaker suggestions for future programs.  We 
appreciate your participation at this seminar! 
 
Wireless Internet Access.  Complimentary wireless internet access is available on a first come/first served 
basis in the General Session room and the lobby areas.  Please request access for only one device per 
attendee.   The access code is:     
 

User ID:   NCADA                 Password:   NCADA 
 
If you are an overnight guest of the hotel, you may log-in to the hotel wireless with your room log-in infor-
mation.  Please access the Grandover wi-fi pages and follow the onscreen directions. 
 
If you would prefer your own individual wireless access, are having trouble with the group code, or have 
been denied access, wi-fi service is available for $10, payable by credit card.  See the “Grandover Confer-
ence” tab on the wi-fi access page of the hotel website.  Please check at the registration desk for further 
details if needed. 



 
Matson, Driscoll & Damico is an interna-
tional forensic accounting firm specializing 
in economic damage quantification, includ-
ing: lost profits, personal injury, fraud, and 

business/contract disputes. Contacts: Dusty Bredeson. 704-
362-1640.  www.mdd.com 
 

Applied Building Sciences, Inc. offers 
architectural, engineering, and environ-
mental consulting services.  Our in-

house professionals are experienced in structural and civil 
disciplines including building envelope analysis, human fac-
tors, and civil infrastructure and include engineers, archi-
tects, industrial hygienists, environmental, roof, and water-
proofing consultants and Certified Floodplain Managers.  
Contacts: Steve Moore P.E., 704-634-7276 or Scott Harvey 
AIA, 843-724-1466. www.appliedbuildingsciences.com 

Platinum Sponsor 

Gold Sponsors 

Bronze Sponsors 

           Lawyers Mutual continues its 30 plus years of support for North Caro-
lina attorneys by providing professional liability insurance, with related claims repair and risk management 
services and expanding the broad range of personal insurance products and services offered through Law-
yers Insurance Agency.  Contact: Camille Stell, Dan Zureich.   800-662.8843.  www. lawyersmutualnc.com 

CaseWorks understands 
the importance of timely, 

accurate court reporting to your business. We provide the 
legal industry with the highest quality court reporting, com-
plete video services and litigation support anywhere your 
case takes you.  Utilizing the latest technology enables us to 
tailor our services to meet our clients’ individual needs.  
Contacts: Jim Anderson, Linda Russell. 336-768-7554. 
www.caseworksonline.com  

Exponent provides high quality, independent, science-
based and timely investigations, litigation support and 
demonstrative evidence services. 20 offices nationwide.                  

                                                                                                               Contact: 888-656-3976(EXPO) or info@exponent.com 

Silver Sponsor 

                                  Elliott Davis Decosimo’s Consult-
ing Practice brings clients invaluable experience and ca-
pabilities. We provide business consulting, M&A, risk 
management and valuation and ligation support services. 
www.elliottdavis.com 

Engineering Systems Inc. (ESI), Engineering 
Systems Inc. (ESI), is a multidisciplinary, 
professional engineering and consulting firm 

and laboratory capable of handling projects ranging from sim-
ple failure analysis to complex engineering studies, with 18 of-
fices nationwide. Contact: Heather Uhrinek. (704) 841-2040,  
http://www.esi-website.com/ 



2017 Fall Seminar Exhibitors 

Accident Research Specialists’ 
forensic engineers investigate a 
variety of motor vehicle accidents, 
construction failures, workplace 

accidents, fires, explosions, and product failures for the legal 
community.  919-467-8134. www.accident-research.com 

 
Accident Reconstruction Analysis, Inc. (ARA-I) 
has provided failure analysis and accident recon-
struction services in over 18,000 investigations dur-
ing the past 30 years.  Our staff has over 150 years 

of experience in forensic investigations.  Contact : Johnnie Hen-
nings.   919-787-9675 www.ara-i.com 
 

Batten Investigations, Inc. has 
been in business for over 25 
years, and we specialize in work-

ers' compensation, liability, corporate, criminal, civil, background 
and environmental investigations.  Contact:  Brian Casey, Jean-
na Casey.  910-673-0547.  www.batteninvestigations.com 
 

Brod Forensic Economics provides 
consulting and expert-witness services.  
BFE works with both defendants and 

plaintiffs, analyzing lost profits, lost earnings, and other econom-
ic issues, including the assessment of other experts' reports.  
Contact Dr. Andrew Brod at info@andrewbrod.com or 336-707-
6439, or visit www.AndrewBrod.com. 
 

The professional investigative staff of Case-
Closed Investigations provides investigative 
services to insurance defense firms, insurance 
companies, Third Party Administrators and busi-
nesses throughout the Carolinas and beyond that 

are in need of information which will allow them to make prudent 
decisions regarding a claim or pending litigation.  Our reputa-
tion, based upon more than 30 years of real life, professional 
private investigative experience, is built on ascertaining facts 
through detailed careful examination.  Call Case-Closed Investi-
gations Toll Free at 1-888-431-6829 or visit www.case-
closed.net to discuss your particular needs today.  Contact:      
888-431-6829  www.case-closed.net 
 

CED Technologies is a consulting firm providing 
investigative engineering and accident recon-
struction to law firms, insurance companies and 
manufacturers.  Expertise includes:  vehicular, 

consumer products, construction, marine, fire, industrial machin-
ery, material science and workplace safety. 
www.cedtechnologies.com 
 

Envista Forensics - global provider of Fo-
rensic Engineering, Fire & Explosion Investi-
gation, Building Consulting, Equipment Res-

toration and Digital forensics. Experts in 30+ offices across the 
U.S., Canada, Latin America, the U.K. and Singapore. en-
vistaforensics.com 
 

Since September 1985, Forensic Engineering Inc. 
(FEI) has followed a basic philosophy to provide our 
clients: "what they need to know, when they need to 
know it."  Our 10,000 case experience includes: 
product defect analysis, fire origin and cause, traffic 

accident reconstruction, structural defects, water intrusion, 
highway/traffic engineering, municipal engineering, and electri-
cal engineering.  Offices in Raleigh and Winston Salem, 
NC., www.feiwebsite.com.  Please contact Regional Manag-
er, Rebekah Harman at (336) 391-3952 or 

rharman@feiwebsite.com. 

InQuis is a testifying expert witness and 
litigation consulting firm specializing in the 
areas of life care planning, vocational re-

hab and wage loss analysis, and life expectancy analysis. In-
Quis experts practice throughout the U.S. in both state and fed-
eral court and specialize in catastrophic personal injury, medi-
cal malpractice, products liability, premises liability, pharmaceu-
tical tort, mass torts, and workers' compensation cases.  Con-

tact: Jud Wooddy, jwooddy@inquisglobal.com, 843-566-4208. 

Liberty University School of Law has 
attracted national attention for its inno-
vative program of legal education, 
competitive teams, and practice oppor-

tunities for students. The law school combines a unique blend 
of the theoretical study of law with the practical skills training 
needed for its law students to become exceptional advocates 
and counselors. Distinctively Christian, Liberty Law alumni, fac-
ulty and staff believe the practice of law is a calling and are 
dedicated to serving others.  The School of Law produces law-
yers who are clear thinkers, skilled practitioners, and morally 

responsible leaders. www.liberty.edu/law 

At Queen City Court Reporting, you are 
our main priority.  We tailor our services to 
meet your needs and will provide accurate, 

dependable, and experienced reporters.  Contact us at 704-300
-9770 or office@queencitycourtreporting.com. 
www.queencitycourtreporting.com 

 
RGL Forensics is a global forensic ac-
counting and consulting firm specializing in 

the quantification of economic damages, financial analysis and 
providing expert witness services.  www.rgl.com 



 DRI Annual Meeting 
October 4-8

th
, 2017 

Chicago, IL 

 
Winter Workshop  
February 2, 2018 

The Solution Center, RTP  

 
41st NCADA Annual Meeting 

June 14-17
th

, 2018 
Westin Resort & Spa  

Hilton Head Island, SC 

 

Young Lawyers Seminar 

August 2018 

 

2018 Fall Seminar & Judicial Candidates’ Forum 
September 2018 

Grandover Resort, Greensboro 

Save the Date 

2017 Fall Seminar Exhibitors 

Rimkus Consulting Group, Inc., a full-
service forensic consulting firm, uses 
proven forensic techniques to probe and 

analyze construction accidents and disputes, residential 
and commercial problems, product failures, motor vehi-
cle and marine accidents, and industrial fires and explo-
sions of all kinds. Our job is to find out what happened 
and why, from the cause and origin through the extent of 
loss. In many cases, we can point the way toward a 
speedy disposition of the claim.  Contact: Ella Karch, 
980-417-9964, www.rimkus.com 

 
With objectivity and diligence, 
Ringler helps everybody win.  As 
the largest settlement planning com-

pany in the nation, Ringler delivers unmatched expertise 
and responsiveness to create the best possible outcome 
for all parties.  Contact: J. Kevin Caple, CPCU, ARM; 
kcaple@ringlerassociates.com; 704-544-1124. 
www.ringlerassociates.com  

  
Robson Forensic is a leading national 
forensic architecture and engineering 

firm providing superior technical expertise, scientific in-
vestigation, and expert testimony to the legal profession 
and insurance industry.  For assistance with your case, 
contact Area Manager Mark E. Williams, AIA, NCARB at 
(843) 722-0119.  www.robsonforensic.com    

A powerful resource in litigation since 1970,  
S-E-A, Ltd. offers multi-disciplined forensic 
analysis, research and testing to insurance 
companies, law firms and corporations world-
wide.  S-E-A’s full-time, court qualified staff 

consists of mechanical, biomechanical, electrical, civil 
and material engineers, fire investigators, chemists and 
industrial hygienists.  These disciplines interact to pro-
vide timely, thorough and independent analyses that 
support any subsequent litigation.  Contact Adam Locke 
at 704-679-9916 or visit www.SEAlimited.com. 
 

Unified Investigations & Sciences, 
Inc. is an independent forensic engi-
neering and origin and cause investi-
gations company that provides a 

spectrum of services at competitive prices and the high-
est quality forensic analyses and origin and cause inves-
tigations in the industry.  As one of the largest origin and 
cause investigative firms in the US, we offer global expe-
rience, national coverage and local expertise.  Our na-
tional, coast to coast, network ensures the timely and 
expert response you need, anytime, anywhere.  Contact: 
Alan Anderson. 404-435-3334. www.uis-usa.com 


