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North Carolina Appellate Elections 2020 
Candidates for the North Carolina appellate courts were invited to submit a statement regarding their candidacy to 
The Resource. These candidates have provided information about themselves and why they believe they should be 
elected. The information submitted is presented below and on the following pages by court, then seat, with the 
incumbent (if there is an incumbent) in each race listed first. 

Candidates for the North Carolina Supreme Court 
Beasley Seat 

Cheri Beasley 

Chief Justice Cheri Beasley has spent more 
than twenty years dedicated to the rule of 
law. She began her judicial career as a dis-
trict court judge in Cumberland County 
where she served for a decade before being 
elected to the North Carolina Court of Ap-
peals in 2008. She served as an associate 
justice on the North Carolina Supreme Court for seven 
years before being appointed by Governor Cooper to lead 
the North Carolina Supreme Court last year. She is the first 
African-American woman in the Supreme Court’s 200 year 
history to serve as Chief Justice.  

Chief Justice Beasley has spent her entire career advocating 
for courts that are independent, fair, and accessible, and 
that serve every person with dignity and respect. As Chief 
Justice, she is advocating for a court system that not only 
solves legal disputes, but also helps people better their 
lives. By engaging local judges, educators and law enforce-
ment, she is helping to reform discipline in our schools and 
keeping kids out of our courtrooms. She is committed to 
expanding specialized treatment courts that better serve 
the needs of North Carolina’s children and families. She is 
also working to leverage the power of technology to make 
sure our courts are efficient and accessible.  

She has lectured extensively to promote the administration 
of justice, the importance of an independent judiciary, and 
fair judicial selection. She is active in her community 
through leadership in her church, First Baptist of Raleigh, 
her support of hunger relief efforts, and her mentoring of 
students from elementary school to law school. She is a 
graduate of Douglass College of Rutgers University, the Uni-
versity of Tennessee College of Law, and Duke University 
School of Law where she obtained her LL.M. She and her 
husband, Curtis Owens, are the proud parents of twin sons, 
Thomas and Matthew. 

Paul Newby 
I am the Senior Associate Justice of the NC Supreme Court, 
having first been elected in 2004 (licensed in 
1980). I have written numerous opinions, all 
reflecting my judicial philosophy which fol-
lows the Rule of Law-applying the law fairly 
and impartially to each case. I have tried to 
keep the law consistent and predictable so 
attorneys can provide accurate legal counsel. 
My opinions reflect judicial self-restraint, allowing each 
branch of government to perform its role.  

Before becoming a justice, I was a litigator for 20 years and 
know the challenges of preparing cases for trial. As Chief 
Justice, I would address structural issues with discovery and 
work to remove local barriers to a statewide practice as we 
institute electronic filing. Having been the Court’s liaison to 
the Business Court, I’ve seen firsthand many of its successful 
innovations which can be adapted generally. Having served 
as Chair of the Commission on Professionalism and as the 
Court’s liaison to the Board of Law Examiners, I’m aware of 
our need to address the ongoing challenges to professional-
ism and civility. 

I actively participate in the NCBA. I am currently a member 
of the Justice and Judiciary Committee, and have served on 
the Strategic Planning & Emerging Trends Committee, the 
Appellate Practice Section Council, International Law Section 
Council, the Technology Advisory Committee, the Litigation 
Council, and as Vice President. 

Before being elected to the Court, I was an Assistant US 
Attorney (EDNC) for over nineteen years, doing primarily 
civil, but also criminal, litigation. During this time, I helped 
conduct the undercover sting operation which recovered 
NC's original copy of the Bill of Rights, stolen in 1865. Prior 
to being a litigator, I was a transactional attorney, serving as 
Vice President and General Counsel of Cannon Mills Realty 
and Development Corporation in Kannapolis and as an asso-
ciate with the Van Winkle Law Firm in Asheville.  
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Beasley Seat, Cont. 
Newby, cont.  

Believing it important to pass along our experience to the 
next generation of lawyers, I have been an Adjunct Profes-
sor at Campbell law school since 2008, where I teach cours-
es on state constitutional law and appellate practice. I co-
chair the Court’s civic education initiative, meeting with 
schools and civic groups to discuss the Supreme Court and 
the role of the judiciary. I frequently judge various moot 
court and mock trial events. I am an instructor for the North 
Carolina Judicial College and for various continuing legal 
education courses. I co-authored The North Carolina State 
Constitution with History and Commentary (2d ed. 2013) 
with Professor John Orth of UNC law school. I received the 
NCBA’s Constitutional Rights Award, its Citizen Lawyer 
Award, and the James Iredell Award. 

Having practiced law since 1980 and served on the Court for 
16 years, I have the experience to lead the Judicial Branch. I 
ask for your support. 

Outside of Court, as an Eagle Scout I’m active with the Boy 
Scouts and with my church. I enjoy walking with my wife, 
Macon, and our golden retriever, playing racket sports, and 
tirelessly searching for NC’s best cheeseburger. 

and common-sense regulatory interpretation. The certain-
ty provided by the law and our judges enables attorneys to 
provide trusted advice to their clients, and business own-
ers to responsibly manage risk and investments. 

Phil was born in Danville, Virginia on March 26, 1972, to 
Philip and Pat Berger. Phil graduated from UNC-
Wilmington in 1994 with a B.A. in History, and earned his 
law degree from Wake Forest University School of Law in 
1999. Phil began his legal career in private practice in 
1999. From 2001 through 2006, he joined his father and 
brother, Kevin, forming The Berger Law Firm. 

In 2006, Phil was elected District Attorney in the 17A Pros-
ecutorial District and was re-elected in 2010. In 2013-14, 
he served as President of the North Carolina Conference 
of District Attorneys. 

In 2013, Phil represented the National District Attorney's 
Association in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as a Non-
Governmental Observer to the United States v. Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammad, et al hearings. 

While serving as District Attorney, Phil was the chair of 
Project SAFE Rockingham County. A collaboration with the 
US Attorney's Office and local law enforcement, Project 
SAFE implemented the 'focused-deterrence' model for 
reducing violent crime among recidivists and gang mem-
bers. 

Phil has also served as an Advisory Board Member for the 
Rockingham County Business and Technology Center, 
President of the Eden Kiwanis Club, and Board member for 
the Eden Chamber of Commerce. From 2015-2016, Phil 
served as an Administrative Law Judge with the North Car-
olina Office of Administrative Hearings. In 2016, Phil was 
elected to the Court of Appeals. 

Phil has a passion for helping young people, and is active 
in his community. He serves as an assistant coach with the 
varsity baseball team at Cedar Ridge High School, and pre-
viously served as an assistant football coach. Phil has also 
coached youth football with the Durham Firebirds and 
Greensboro Eagles, and was the founder and chair of Eden 
Youth Football. He has also served as a board member and 
basketball coach with Bethany Community Middle School. 

Phil is married to Jodie Church, a public school teacher. 
They have two children, Philip III and Will. 

I am running for the Supreme Court of North Carolina be-
cause we need judges with common sense who under-
stand business and follow the law as written. We do not 
need judicial activists on the bench who make it up as they 
go and create uncertainty in the law, your business, or our 
State’s economy. For more information about me or my 
campaign, please visit www.philbergerjr.org. I would ap-
preciate your help and support for my campaign. 

 

 

 

Newby Seat 
 

Phil Berger, Jr. 
After graduating from Wake Forest  
University School of Law in 1999, I began 
my legal career in private practice. In 
2001, my father, brother, and I practiced 
together with The Berger Firm. From 
2007 through 2014, I served as the elect-
ed District Attorney for prosecutorial 
district 17A. In 2013, my colleagues 
elected me to serve as President of the North Carolina 
Conference of District Attorneys. From 2015-2016, I was 
an Administrative Law Judge with the North Carolina Office 
of Administrative Hearings, and in 2016, the people of 
North Carolina elected me to a seat on the Court of Ap-
peals. 

Like you, I know that every decision made in North Caroli-
na’s courtrooms has an economic impact on individuals, 
families, businesses owners, and communities. Even 
though you may not be a party to the particular proceed-
ings, court rulings affect how you conduct your business; 
how you make a profit; and how you provide for your fam-
ily and employees. 

Experience shows us that a court system hostile to busi-
ness can have adverse consequences for economic growth 
and prosperity. The people of North Carolina need certain-
ty and predictability in the law, especially as it relates to 
enforcement of contracts, protection of property rights,  
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Davis Seat 

Mark Davis 
I am a lifelong resident of North Carolina and am proud to 
be the first Jewish member of the North Carolina Supreme 
Court. My first job out of law school was as a law clerk to 
the Honorable Franklin T. Dupree, Jr. in the United States 
District Court for the Eastern District 
of North Carolina.  

From 1993 to 2006, I worked in the 
Raleigh office of Womble Carlyle San-
dridge & Rice where I became a mem-
ber of the firm’s Litigation Section. For 
the next five years, I served as a Spe-
cial Deputy Attorney General in the 
North Carolina Department of Justice with Attorney General 
Roy Cooper. As a practicing attorney, I litigated over two 
hundred cases in the state and federal courts and handled 
over 65 appeals, making numerous appearances in the Su-
preme Court of North Carolina, the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, and the North Carolina Court 
of Appeals.  

For approximately two years, I served as General Counsel in 
the Office of the Governor and in 2012 was appointed to 
the North Carolina Court of Appeals. During my six years as 
an Associate Judge on the Court of Appeals, I authored over 
500 opinions. While serving on the Court of Appeals, I was 
accepted into the Master of Laws program in Judicial Stud-
ies at the Duke University School of Law and received my 
LL.M. degree in 2018. In 2019, I wrote and published, “A 
Warren Court of Our Own.” 

 

 

Newby Seat, Cont. 

Lucy Inman 
It has been an honor and a privilege to 
serve the people of North Carolina as a 
judge for the past decade. I am now run-
ning for an open seat on the North Caroli-
na Supreme Court to protect our justice 
system from partisan politics and ideology 
that threaten judicial independence. 

Every party in every courtroom deserves to be treated fairly 
and with respect. Judges fulfill that duty by following the 
law prescribed by the federal and state constitutions, acts 
of the legislature, and prior appellate court decisions. Ap-
pellate judges also show fairness and respect by writing 
intellectually honest opinions that explain their reasoning in 
terms the parties, counsel, other courts, and the public can 
understand. This is especially critical for justices of the 
North Carolina Supreme Court. 

In 2014, I was elected to the Court of Appeals with the sup-
port of respected lawyers, retired judges, and concerned 
citizens of all political stripes. I was also grateful for the en-
dorsement of the North Carolina Association of Defense 
Attorneys. This year I have again earned the support of a 
wide political spectrum of lawyers, retired judges, and citi-
zens who understand that partisan politics has no place in 
our courts.   

I was raised in Raleigh by parents who taught me the value 
of hard work and respect for people of all races, faiths, and 
walks of life. My first career was as a newspaper reporter. 
While covering court proceedings, I was inspired to partici-
pate in the justice system. I moved to Chapel Hill and 
earned my law degree from UNC School of Law in 1990. My 
first job after law school was clerking for North Carolina 
Supreme Court Chief Justice James Exum.  

I practiced civil litigation for 18 years, first in Los Angeles 
and then back home in Raleigh. My clients included small 
business owners, corporations, famous individuals, and less-
er known -- but no less important -- survivors of negligence, 
fraud, and sexual abuse.  It was in the course of repre-
senting individual clients that I first met many members of 
the NCADA across the table. They were among the first 
attorneys I approached when seeking to move from bar to 
bench. 

From 2010 until my election to the Court of Appeals, I 

served as a special Superior Court judge, presiding in hear-

ings and jury trials across North Carolina.    

 

Education: J.D. with honors, University of North Carolina 
School of Law, 1990 B.A. North Carolina State University, 
English with highest honors, 1984 

Experience: North Carolina Court of Appeals Judge,  
2015- Present. North Carolina Special Superior Court Judge, 
2010-December 31, 2014. Civil Litigator, 1992-2010. From 
2010 until my election to the Court of Appeals, I served as a 
special Superior Court judge, presiding in hearings and jury 
trials across North Carolina.    

The best evidence of my qualifications to serve on our 
state’s Supreme Court may be found in the more than 400 
appellate decisions I have authored and thousands of or-
ders and rulings I rendered in courtrooms as a Superior 
Court judge. Based on this record, I have gained the sup-
port of many bar members, including past NCADA presi-
dents. 

Thank you for your consideration.  
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2020 Judicial Candidates’ Forum 

June 12, 2020 
10:00 a.m.—11:45 a.m. 

NCADA’s 11th biennial Judicial Candidates’ Forum will 
be held in conjunction with the 2020 Virtual 43rd  
Annual Meeting & Spring Program.  The Forum will  
feature judicial candidates in statewide elections for 
seats on the North Carolina Supreme Court and the 
North Carolina Court of Appeals.  
 
The Judicial Candidates’ Forum provides members of 
the bar, the business community, and the public an  
opportunity to learn about the candidates who wish to 
serve the state at the appellate court level.  Each candi-
date will have the opportunity to briefly discuss his or 
her qualifications for the position and answer brief 
questions regarding areas of concern for businesses, 
civil defense attorneys and their clients.  
 
The NCADA brings together civil trial attorneys to  
promote the exchange of information, ideas, and 
litigation techniques, and to strengthen the practice, 
improve the skills, and enhance the knowledge of  
lawyers defending individuals and businesses in North 
Carolina. 

Tamara Barringer 
I am a wife, mother, educator, attorney, and 
small business owner. I recognize that our 
strength as a state comes from the effort of 
dedicated citizens – not the government.  My 
full-time job since 2012 is Clinical Associate 
Professor of Business Law & Ethics at the UNC
-Chapel Hill Kenan-Flagler Business 
School.  Since graduating from the Carolina 
Law School in 1985, I have taught business law and eth-
ics classes at UNC-CH, NCSU and Meredith.  I also represent-
ed families and small businesses for over 20 years of private 
law practice in Southern Wake County.  For more than 6 
years from 2012 through 2018, I advocated for the rule of 
law, and to protect at-risk families, children and crime vic-
tims as a North Carolina State Senator and Chair of the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee. 

I have a deep love and respect for the law.  I firmly believe in 
the importance of maintaining a strict Constitutional inter-
pretation and application of the laws passed by the General 
Assembly based upon common sense and precedent rather 
than political ideology.  North Carolinians need a Justice who  

Davis Seat, Cont. 

Davis, cont.  

I have been active in professional and civic organizations 
and handled a number of pro bono cases in conjunction 
with the Wake County Volunteer Lawyers Program. 

I served on a number of committees of the North Carolina 
Bar Association and have lectured extensively throughout 
the state on appellate advocacy issues. I am a member of 
The Rotary Club of Raleigh, the Susie Sharp Inn of Court, 
and the Supreme Court Historical Society and have served 
as a coach of youth basketball and soccer.  

I live in Raleigh with my wife, Marcia, and our three chil-
dren, Jack, Ted, and Lea. 

Serving on the Supreme Court is the greatest honor of my 
life. I would be grateful for the support of the NCADA. I 
believe that my record as a judge shows that I am com-
mitted to fairly and impartially applying the law in every 
case that comes  
before me. 

Education:   Master of Laws in Judicial Studies, Duke Uni-
versity School of Law, 2018 LL.M.; J.D., UNC-CH, 1991; B.A. 
UNC-CH, 1988. 

Experience:  Associate Justice, Supreme Court of North 
Carolina, 2019-present; Judge, NC Court of Appeals, 2012-
2019; General Counsel, Office of the Governor, 2011-12; 
Special Deputy Attorney General, NC DOJ, 2006-11; Mem-
ber, Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, 1993-2006; Law 
Clerk, Judge Frank Dupree, E.D.N.C., 1991-93 

will stand up for the Constitution against all other tests –
and NOT legislate from any judicial bench. 

In sum, I am uniquely qualified for the position of Supreme 
Court Justice -- given my 20 plus years of private practice 
experience, almost 25 years teaching law, and over 6 years 
of legislative experience writing new and improving existing 
laws. 
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McGee Seat 

Patricia Shields 
HelIo, NCADA friends!  As a long-
time member of the  
Association and your past  
President, I am grateful for this op-
portunity to share with you.   
 
I began my career as a law clerk to Chief Judge Hedrick at 
the Court of Appeals in 1985. I sat in Judge Hedrick’s office 
every day, as we reviewed the trial court records, re-
searched, and drafted his opinions.  Judge Hedrick taught 
me to love the law, to respect precedent, and how the 
Rules of Civil Procedure, Evidence and Appellate Procedure 
were intended to work.  I honed my research and writing 
skills during those two years, which has served me well in 
my subsequent 33 years of practice. 

I practiced for many years at Bailey & Dixon, then joined 
Troutman Sanders, and am now a partner with Hedrick 
Gardner Kincheloe & Garofalo.  Like many of you, I learned 
my trial skills in automobile and premises liability cases.  
My practice expanded to include products liability, con-
struction, insurance coverage, employment, police liability 
and commercial cases.  I fully understand the benefits and 
challenges of a civil defense practice.  

I have also taught Trial Advocacy at Campbell Law School 
for seven years.  I am proud that some my former students 
are now members of this Association.  Having been well-
mentored myself, the development of young lawyers is 
important to me.   

I have always had a busy appellate practice.  Because of my 
clerkship, I was sought out early for appellate work, and 
had my first argument before the Court of Appeals soon 
after joining Bailey & Dixon.  I have argued before the 
North Carolina Court of Appeals and Supreme Court many 
times.  I have also handled appeals to the Fourth Circuit.   

Of all of my professional associations, the NCADA has been 
the most meaningful to me.  I have been an active member 
since I joined in January, 1990.  I have planned one of each 
of our major meetings and spoken at several CLEs.  I served 
as a Board Member, Treasurer, Executive Vice President, 
President Elect, and finally, as President in 2011-12.  When 
I was President, I created our Diversity Committee, which is 
still going strong today. 
 
I am listed in the Top 100 Lawyers in Super Lawyers, and 
have been in the Top 50 Women Lawyers since 2006.  I 
have been listed in Best Lawyers since 2003, and have 
been listed in Legal Elite and Chambers USA.  I received a  

Shields, cont. 
Women of Justice Award from NC Lawyers Weekly in 
2012, and the Diversity and Inclusion Award from NC/SC 
Lawyers Weekly in 2019.    

I am running for the Court of Appeals because I care deep-
ly about our justice system in North Carolina.  I know that 
sound and consistent decisions are made by appellate 
judges who are both scholarly and seasoned by practical 
experience.  I believe I have the necessary traits to serve 
the Court of Appeals and the people of North Carolina 
well. 

I ask for your support, and most importantly, your vote.  
Please visit my website at http://
www.shieldsforjudge.com.  Thank you so much. 

April Wood 
Judge April C. Wood was first elected 
to the District 22B District Court 
Bench in 2002. As a lifelong Republi-
can she has run and won 
five successful campaigns for  
election and served the citizens of  
Davie and Davidson County with ex-
perience and integrity for the past 
sixteen years. Until the judicial district was split, she also 
served Iredell and Alexander counties.  She is a certified 
Juvenile Court Judge and presides over court in both District 
Criminal and District Civil courtrooms. Prior to being elect-
ed, Judge Wood maintained a law practice in Thomasville.  

Giving back to the citizens of Davie and Davidson Counties is 
task Judge Wood takes seriously as a public servant inside 
and outside the courtroom. For the past eighteen years, 
Judge Wood has served NC Memorial Day Committee. The 
daughter of retired Marine and Davidson County Deputy 
Sheriff, Dan Wood, Judge Wood has been instilled with a 
love of country and a commitment to honoring our veterans 
and active duty service members.  

As a member of Rich Fork Baptist Church and lifelong Chris-
tian Conservative, Judge Wood is often a guest speaker at 
churches throughout the community. Judge Wood is also a 
dedicated supporter of many civic organizations - including 
Cancer Services of Davidson County, The Dragonfly House 
Children's Advocacy Center in Mocksville and the DARE 
(Drug Abuse Resistance Education) Program in local ele-
mentary schools for which she has served as a regular 
speaker since 2003. 

Judge Wood is a passionate and dedicated community lead-
er and has consistently been involved in multiple civic and 
charitable organizations over the past twenty years. She is  

Candidates for Court of Appeals 

http://www.shieldsforjudge.com/
http://www.shieldsforjudge.com/
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McGee Seat, Cont. 

Wood, cont. 
currently serving on the Board of Cancer Services of Da-
vidson County, the Salvation Army Advisory Board, Epilepsy 
of North Carolina Board, the North Carolina Memorial Day 
and Celebration Committee, and the National Theological 
College and Graduate School Board of Trustees.   

In 1991, Judge Wood graduated as Salutatorian from Sheets 
Memorial Christian School.  She graduated from Pensacola 
Christian College Summa Cum Laude receiving her Bachelor 
of Art in Prelaw in 1994.  Judge Wood received her Juris 
Doctor degree from Regent University School of Law in 
1997.  She passed the North Carolina Bar exam the same 
year and was sworn into practice law in North Carolina in 
September 1997 and subsequently sworn into practice in 
the Federal District Court in the Middle District of North Car-
olina.  In 2001, Judge Wood completed the Dispute Resolu-
tion Program and became a certified Family Financial Media-
tor.  She is currently working to obtain a Master of Law de-
gree in the joint program at Campbell School of Law and 
England’s Nottingham School of Law.  She will graduate 
from both law schools with an LL.M. in Judicial Studies. 

Judge Wood is married to attorney Jeffrey Berg and mother 
to three children, Alexis, Alexander and Anthony. The on-
ly daughter of Dan Wood and Tara Holt Wood, she grew up 
in various places around the world, including Adak, Alaska 
and Okinawa, Japan while her father served in the United 
States Marine Corps. Judge Wood's father retired from the 
Marine Corps after twenty-three years of service and moved 
the family back to Lexington, where both of Judge Wood's 
parents grew up. Her father became a Davidson County 
Deputy Sheriff and after retirement continues to work part-
time as a bailiff - often in Judge Wood's courtroom.  

Bryant Seat 
 

Lora C. Cubbage 
I have had the honor and priv-
ilege to serve as Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney, Assistant Attor-
ney General, District Court 
Judge and currently Superior 
Court Judge in Guilford Coun-
ty.  I have served in every court on the trial court level and I 
bring competence, integrity and fairness to the bench,  I 
am serving as an appointed member of the NC Courts Com-
mission, local and state bar, and many boards and organi-
zations  I have extensive Workers' Compensation experi-
ence and have argued many WC and criminal appeals to 
the Court of Appeals by brief.  I graduated from NC A&TSU 
and UNC Chapel Hill School of Law.  
 

Cubbage, cont. 

My legal career has been an amazing journey and afford-
ed me the amazing opportunity to serve others which I 
truly enjoy  Now, I have the opportunity to humbly ask 
for your vote for seat 5 on the NC Court of Appeals in 
2020.  I am sure you would rather hear why I genuinely 
believe that I am the right and what that means to the 
attorney who will practice before me, a litigant whose 
case I review and a citizen who will also be affected by 
the decisions I make.  

I genuinely believe it is paramount to ensure that citizens 
TRUST they can go to our Courts when  rights, equality 
and liberties are threatened and get a fair shot.  We 
need judges who will unequivocally protect the rights of 
the citizens under the NC and US Constitutions without 
hesitation.  I have rendered thousands of decisions and 
in each one I was cognizant that I have someone's consti-
tutional rights in my hands. 

I believe that our judiciary must remain independent.  I 
was against making Judges run in partisan races because 
attorneys, litigants and citizens should TRUST that the 
judge will decide their cases honestly, fairly and impar-
tially in accordance with the law and evidence without 
concern or fear of influence, interference, or control 
from anyone.  Every citizen has a right to  fairness and 
impartiality regardless of party affiliation, race, creed, 
ethnicity, gender, or sexual orientation. 

I believe that judicial review is critical and a necessary 
check and balance on laws that are enacted inconsistent 
with the constitution.  Without this safeguard there 
would be no way to stop blatant violations of constitu-
tional rights from becoming valid.  As a judge who has 
had the opportunity to serve on a three judge panel to 
deal with the constitutionality of a law I have seen 
firsthand where the judicial review is critical to the judi-
cial branch remaining an equal branch of the govern-
ment.  

For these reasons and many more, I am the right choice 
at the right time for seat 5 on the NC Court of Appeals.  
The attorney, litigant and citizens can take solace in 
knowing that I will protect and defend the NC and US 
Constitutional rights given to every citizen, I will be fair, 
honest and impartial and render decisions independently 
pursuant to the law. 

Campaign website:  www.cubbageforjudge.com 

W. Fred Gore 

No submission received. 
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Dillon Seat 
 

Chris Dillon 
I was elected to the Court of  
Appeals in 2012.  Serving at the 
Court has been the professional 
honor of my life.  Thank you. I am 
seeking re-election to the Court 
and would appreciate your sup-
port.  

During the past eight years, I have strived to write opinions 
which are clear and straightforward, to follow precedent 
faithfully, and to “stay in my lane” as an intermediate appel-
late court judge.  I believe confidence in our judiciary is im-
portant and is better maintained when there is a measure 
of certainty in our jurisprudence.   

I believe my judicial experience is an asset to our Court.  
Over the past eight years, our Court has experienced tre-
mendous turnover.  In fact, if re-elected, I will rank second 
out of the 15 judges in seniority, as our two most senior 
judges are retiring.  There are five seats up for election this 
year, the most in our Court’s history; and I am the only 
judge seeking re-election. 

I bring a measure of professional diversity which I believe is 
an asset to our Court.  Like the other judges on our Court, I 
practiced law for many years.  I practiced both at a large 
defense firm and with a small practice, where my practice 
area was real estate and professional licensing law.  Howev-
er, I have also worked as a licensed real estate broker; and I 
have helped start a community bank, where I served law-
yers, small business owners and real estate clients.  I believe 
that my financial/real estate background and other profes-
sional experiences have helped me be a better judge.   

An enjoyable part of being on the Court is the opportunity 
to serve.  I have the opportunity to mentor law students 
and new attorneys, which I am sure many of you have 
found to be a worthwhile part of your careers.  They serve 
as clerks and interns here at the Court.  I am also an adjunct 
professor at both UNC and Campbell law schools, where I 
teach a course in Real Estate Transactions/Finance. 

I am a double Tar Heel, graduating from UNC with an under-
graduate business degree and a law degree.  In 2018, I was 
awarded an LL.M. from Duke School of Law.  

I grew up in Raleigh, the youngest of five children, and grad-
uating from Broughton High School.  My wife, Ann Finley, is 
also from Raleigh and is the youngest of five children.  She 
works as a special education teacher.  And together we 
have five children:  Sally, Matt, Anna, Molly, and Sam.   

 

    

Gray Styers 
I have practiced law for almost thirty 
years, represented a wide range of  
clients in all corners of our state, tried 
cases to verdict, and argued appeals.  I 
have worked in large firms and small.  I 
have hung out my shingle and started a 
law firm, as well as leading a practice 
group in a national firm.   This breadth of 
experience has provided me with an un-
derstanding of the law, with sound judg-
ment and perspective, and with an appreciation of our great 
State to now want to give back as a judge on the Court of 
Appeals.   

I grew up near Hickory, the son of a school principal and a 
librarian’s assistant.  I am a proud graduate of Wake Forest 
University.  I then went on to complete an MBA and receive 
my law degree from UNC-Chapel Hill, where I was the Articles 
Editor of the North Carolina Law Review. 

After law school, I clerked for Chief Judge Sam J. Ervin, III, on 
the Fourth Circuit, US Court of Appeals.  Judge Ervin instilled 
in me a respect for the rule of law, an appreciation for the 
role of judges, and an understanding of how our courts are 
essential to the protection of our rights, the preservation of 
an orderly society, and the necessary checks and balances of 
our government.  But most of all, as Judge Ervin would say, 
“never forget; our cases are about real people with real is-
sues, not about abstract legal theories.” I have carried his 
lessons and example with me throughout my career. 

I have served as President of the Wake County Bar Associa-
tion and the 10th Judicial District Bar, as well as on the North 
Carolina Bar Association (“NCBA”) Board of Governors.  I was 
also on the NCBA’s Litigation Section Council and was Chair of 
its Administrative Law Section Council.  I have taught Profes-
sional Responsibility at the UNC School of Law.  I was ap-
pointed as an advisory member to the Ethics Committee of 
the North Carolina State Bar, and am a certified mediator to 
help resolve cases in Superior Court.  I received a “Citizen 
Lawyer” award from the NCBA and was named a “Leader in 
the Law” by Lawyers Weekly magazine for my voluntary ser-
vice to the bar, at church, and on the boards of charitable 
organizations.  

Like you, I have represented clients before trial and appellate 
judges.  If elected, I commit to you that I will work hard; I will 
render decisions without delay.  I will do my best to use 
sound, logical reasoning in reaching my decisions.  I will try to 
always write clear, unambiguous opinions that resolve the 
issues in the case and provide clear guidance to future courts.  
These are the traits that, as a practicing attorney, I admire in 
our appellate judges, and that I would want to mark my ser-
vice as a judge.  I humbly ask for your support and vote this 
fall.  You can find more information about me and my cam-
paign at www.styersforjudge.com.  

http://www.styersforjudge.com
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Young Seat 

Reuben Young 

Judge Young spent his formative years in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. He received his 
undergraduate degree from Howard Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C., and his Juris 
Doctorate degree from North Carolina 
Central University School of Law. He be-
gan his legal career in Austin, Texas, work-
ing as a prosecutor, assistant attorney general and a pri-
vate practitioner from 1987 – 1995. 
 
Judge Young returned to North Carolina in 1995, working 
for the state Department of Justice representing the De-
partment of Crime Control and Public Safety for six years. 
He then joined the Governor’s office as Deputy Legal 
Counsel and later as Chief Legal Counsel from 2001 – 
2009. 
 
He served as Secretary of the former Department of 
Crime Control and Public Safety from 2009 - 2011. In Janu-
ary 2012, he was appointed the first Secretary of the new-
ly-consolidated Department of Public Safety. Judge Young 
received the Distinguished Service Medal for his support 
of the North Carolina National Guard during his tenure as 
Secretary of the Department of Crime Control and Public 
Safety and the Department of Public Safety. Judge Young 
has also twice received the Order of the Long Leaf Pine. 
 
Judge Young was later appointed Special Superior Court 
Judge for the 10th Judicial District of North Carolina 
where he served for five years. 
 
He returned to the Department of Public Safety when he 
was named Interim Chief Deputy Secretary of the Division 
of Adult Correction and Juvenile Justice in December 
2017. 
 
Governor Roy Cooper appointed Judge Young to the Court 
of Appeals in April 2019. 
 
Judge Young has served on the Victims’ Compensation 
Commission; the North Carolina Sentencing Commission; 
the Governor’s Crime Commission; and the North Carolina 
Emergency Response Commission. 

Jeffrey Carpenter 
 

Judge Jeff Carpenter is the Senior Resident 
Superior Court Judge for Union County, North 
Carolina, Judicial District 20-B. Judge Carpen-
ter has held Court in many of North Carolina’s 
100 counties since taking office as Superior 
Court Judge and has been the presiding judge 
over approximately 
150 jury trials. 
 
Judge Carpenter attended Anson County Public Schools for his 
early education, and graduated from Anson Senior High School. 
Judge Carpenter received his undergraduate degree in Political 
Science from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. Up-
on graduating from UNCC, Judge Carpenter 
served as a North Carolina State Trooper for six years before 
attending the Campbell University School of Law in Buies 
Creek, North Carolina. 
 
Upon graduating from Campbell Law School Judge Carpenter 
entered the private practice of law in then Judicial District 20 
maintaining a general practice focused on litigation. While in 
private practice, Carpenter gained a 
wealth of high-level civil and criminal trial experience, having 
tried approximately 50 jury trials to verdict in the civil and 
criminal trial Courts. Carpenter served as an attorney for the 
Guardian Ad Litem program for many years representing ne-
glected and abused children. Carpenter tried many 
domestic/family law matters to judgment, and before taking 
the Superior Court bench was a Certified Family Financial Me-
diator. 
 
Judge Carpenter is a member of the North Carolina State Bar, 
in good standing, the North Carolina Bar Association, the 20-B 
District Bar, and the Union County Bar Association. Judge Car-
penter also sworn to practice in the Federal District Court in 
the Western District of North Carolina. Judge Carpenter is an 
active member at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church in Union County 
where he has previously served on the Board of Deacons and 
previously served as Chairman of the Board of Deacons. Judge 
Carpenter is happily married to the former Love Medford of 
Indian Trail, North Carolina, and they will soon celebrate their 
25th Wedding Anniversary. Jeff and Love are the proud parents 
of one son. 
 
My philosophy is that Judges and the Judicial Branch should 
apply the law as enacted by the Legislative Branch, and should 
not attempt to make the law from the bench. I was a court-
room lawyer focusing my practice on litigation thus; I have the 
background and ability to view cases on appeal through the 
lens of a trial lawyer. 
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Young Seat, cont. 
Carpenter, cont. 
EDUCATION 
Campbell University - Norman Adrian Wiggins School of Law 
Juris Doctor, 2003 
North Carolina State Highway Patrol, 93rd Basic School 
Basic Law Enforcement Training, 1995 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, 1994 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Resident Superior Court Judge Union County 
District 20B – Union County, North Carolina 
June 2016 – Present (term expires December 31, 2023) 
*First former NC State Trooper to hold the office of Superior 
Court Judge in the history of NC. 
Carpenter & Flake, PLLC, Wadesboro, North Carolina Part-
ner and Attorney, 2006 – 2016 
• Maintained a diversified trial practice in civil litigation, 
criminal defense, domestic and family law; 
• Advised and represented various business and corporate 
entities as well as municipalities; 
• Represented abused, neglected, and dependent children 
as contract attorney for the Guardian Ad-Litem Program – 
Anson County; 
• Serve as a conflict attorney for the Richmond County De-
partment of Social Services; 
• Certified Family Financial Mediator, North Carolina Dis-
pute Resolution Committee Little, Carpenter & Flake, PLLC, 
Wadesboro, North Carolina Partner and Attorney, 2003 – 
2006 
North Carolina State Highway Patrol, Rockingham, North 
Carolina and Shelby, North Carolina 
Trooper, 1994 – 2000 

Brook Seat 

Christopher Brook 
I spent my formative years in Raleigh, 
attending Daniels Middle School and 
Broughton High School.  I received my 
undergraduate and law degrees from the 
University of North Carolina.  At Carolina 
Law, I was the managing editor of the 
North Carolina Journal of International Law and Commercial 
Regulation and director of the school’s Pro Bono Program.   

I first practiced in the Raleigh office of Cranfill, Sumner & Hart-
zog, where I did civil defense litigation work.  I was then a staff 
attorney at the Southern Coalition for Social Justice handling 
everything from property to voting rights matters.  From 2012 
through my 2019 appointment to the Court of Appeals, I was 
the legal director of the American Civil Liberties Union of 
North Carolina.  I was admitted to practice in state courts as 
well as each federal district court in the state, the Fourth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, and the Supreme Court of the United 
States.  I successfully litigated matters in both state and feder-
al court, including arguing before a rare en banc sitting of 
Fourth Circuit.  

I also taught and lectured at Carolina Law, Duke Law, Elon 
Law, Central Law, and Wake Forest Law.  From 2007 to 2011, I 
served as an adjunct professor in the Carolina Law Research, 
Reasoning, Writing and Advocacy program.   

Since joining the Court of Appeals, I have authored over fifty 
opinions and voted in dozens more.  I approach each case 
mindful of its importance to the parties, humble about the 
responsibility entrusted in our Court, and committed to apply-
ing the law and our precedent faithfully.  I pride myself on 
ensuring that each opinion I write is accessible for lawyers and 
non-lawyers.  Regardless of whether the reader agrees with 
the outcome, I want it to be plain how I arrived at it.   

I am the only candidate for this seat with meaningful appellate 
legal or judicial experience. I am active in my community.  I 
recently wrapped up my term as Chair of the Board of the Or-
ange County Partnership for Young Children.  I am now the 
Chair of the Board of Transplanting Traditions Community 
Farm, which is farmed by Burmese refugees.  I was an attorney 
volunteer at the Compass Center for Women and Families.  I 
served on the Size of the School Task Force and Pro Bono 
Alumni Board at Carolina Law.  Currently, I serve as Chair of 
the North Carolina Bar Association’s Constitutional Rights and 
Responsibilities Section. 

I have received numerous recognitions for my contributions to 
the legal community in our state.  I was inducted into the 
James E. and Carolyn B. Davis Society upon graduating from 
Carolina Law and was subsequently honored as its Outstand-
ing Recent Graduate.  I also received the Gwyneth B. David 
Public Service Award from the North Carolina Association of  

______________________ 

North Carolina Association of Defense Attorneys 

4030 Wake Forest Rd. Ste 203 

Raleigh, NC  27609 

919-239-4463 ⬧ www.ncada.org 
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Jefferson Griffin 

Judge Griffin was born and raised on a farm 
in Red Oak, North Carolina in Nash County. 
He graduated from Northern Nash High 
School where he was captain of the football 
team. He graduated from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2003. After 
graduating from UNC, he earned his United 
States Coast Guard Captain’s license and 
worked as a charter fisherman on the North Carolina coast. 

In 2008, he graduated from North Carolina Central University 
School of Law. He began practicing law in Kinston, North Caroli-
na, focusing in civil litigation and criminal defense at the firm of 
Wallace, Morris, Barwick, Landis and Stroud. He did civil de-
fense work across eastern North Carolina.  

In 2010, Jefferson joined the Wake County District Attorney’s 
Office where he prosecuted cases from infractions to first-
degree murder. In 2015, he was appointed by Governor 
McCrory to be a District Court Judge in Wake County. He was 
elected to a four-year term in the 2016 general election in 
Wake County. Judge Griffin has presided over both civil and 
criminal courtrooms including domestic violence, DWI, traffic, 
district court felony pleas, first appearances, probation viola-
tions, and special setting trial courtrooms. He has been regular-
ly assigned to criminal domestic violence, civil domestic vio-
lence, and child support cases. 

Judge Griffin also serves as a Captain in the North Carolina Ar-
my National Guard as a JAG Officer. He is currently deployed to 
the Middle East with the 30th Armored Brigade Combat Team, 
known as “Old Hickory”. He provides legal assistance to enlist-
ed soldiers and commissioned officers. He helps them handle 
their criminal, domestic, creditor and personal issues in addi-
tion to his responsibilities of advising the commander on inter-
national law issues and the rules of engagement. 

In addition to his military and civilian careers, Judge Griffin vol-
untarily assumed leadership positions in organizations that are 
meaningful to him. He served on the Board of Directors of the 
Wake County Bar Association and the Kiwanis Club of Raleigh. 
He enjoyed volunteering in the Wake County Public School sys-
tem with the Lawyer Read Program. In 2017, he was appointed 
to serve on the Task Force on Sentencing Reforms for Opioid 
Drug Convictions. He also volunteered as a co-partner and 
adult life skills mentor with Step Up Ministry and as a volunteer 
football coach at Enloe High School. 

 

Brook Seat, cont. 

Brook, cont. 

Women Attorneys and the Defender of Justice Litigation 
Award from the North Carolina Justice Center. 

My experience and commitment to an independent judici-
ary make me well-suited to continue serving on the Court of 
Appeals.  I humbly ask for your vote this fall. 

Jefferson and his wife Katye are members of Holy Trinity Angli-
can Church in Raleigh. Katye is an attorney who formerly prac-
ticed with Smith Moore Leatherwood LLP and Fox Rothschild 
LLP in Raleigh. Jefferson is an avid hunter, fisherman and lover 
of the outdoors. 

Judge Griffin believes that judges should uphold the rule of law 
and be faithful to the Constitution. Between his civil and crimi-
nal defense work, prosecuting for the state, service as a judge, 
and military career, he has helped countless North Carolinians 
resolve deeply personal issues. His diverse background gives 
him a unique perspective to serve on the North Carolina Court 
of Appeals. 

We humbly ask for your support and your vote. 
 
Education: Judge Advocate Legal Center and School, Char-
lottesville, VA, 2017 U.S. Army Officer Direct Commission 
Course, 2017 J.D., North Carolina Central University School of 
Law, 2008 B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2003 
Northern Nash Senior High School, Red Oak, NC 
 

Experience: District Court Judge, Wake County, NC, 2015 – pre-
sent; North Carolina Army National Guard Judge Advocate Gen-
eral (JAG) Corps, Currently deployed with the 30th Armored 
Brigade Combat Team to the Middle East, Captain, 2018 – pre-
sent, First Lieutenant, 2017 – 2018; Legal Specialist, North Caro-
lina Industrial Commission, Raleigh, NC, 2015; Assistant District 
Attorney, Wake County District Attorney’s Office, Raleigh, NC, 
2010 – 2015; Associate, Wallace, Morris, Barwick, Landis and 
Stroud, Kinston, NC, 2008 – 2010  
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2020 Judicial Candidates’ Forum 

Thank you Member Firms! 

Anders Newton PLLC Ellis & Winters LLP Lincoln Derr, PLLC Shumaker Loop & Kendrick LLP 

Anderson Johnson 
Lawrence & Butler LLP 

Ennis Baynard Morton Medlin & 
Brown PA 

Lipscomb Law Firm Simpson Law, PLLC 

Bailey & Dixon LLP Forrest Firm Littler Mendelson PC Sizemore McGee PLLC 
Ball Barden Cury, PA Fox Rothschild LLP Local Government Federal  

Credit Union 
Smith Anderson LLP 

Barnwell Whaley 
Patterson & Helms PLLC 

Gallivan White & Boyd PA Manning Fulton & Skinner PA Sparkman Larcade PLLC 

Batten Lee PLLC Garrison Law Group PLLC Marshall Williams & Gorham LLP State of NC Office of State Human Re-
sources 

Battle Winslow Scott & 
Wiley PA 

Goldberg Segalla, LLP Martineau King PLLC Stephenson Law LLP 

Bell Davis & Pitt PA Goodman McGuffey LLP McAngus Goudelock & Courie, LLP Stiles Byrum & Horne LLP 
Bennett Guthrie PLLC Gordon & Rees McGuire Woods LLP Stott Hollowell Palmer & Windham LLP 
Block Crouch Keeter 
Behm & Sayed LLP 

Hagan Barrett & Langley PLLC Mewborn & DeSelms Sumrell Sugg Carmichael Hicks & Hart PA 

Bolster Rogers & McKe-
own LLP 

Hagwood & Tipton, P.C. Meynardie & Nanney, PLLC Teague Campbell Dennis & Gorham, LLP 

Bowman & Brooke LLP Hall Booth Smith PC Midkiff Muncie & Ross PC Teague Rotenstreich Stanaland Fox & 
Holt LLP 

Bradley Arant Boult 
Cummings LLP 

Hamlet & Associates PLLC Millberg Gordon & Stewart PLLC The Banks Law Firm 

Brewer Defense Group Hancock, Daniel & Johnson, PC Moore & Van Allen PLLC The Fonda Law Firm 
Brooks Pierce LLP Harris Creech Ward & Blackerby PA Mullen Holland & Cooper, P.A. The Law Office of Jennifer Jerzak Blackman 

Brotherton Ford Berry & 
Weaver PLLC 

Hartsoe & Associates, PC Mullins Duncan Harrell & Russell PLLC The Lucente Law Firm PLLC 

Broughton Wilkins Sugg & 
Thompson PLLC 

Hartzog Law Group, LLP NC Department of Justice The Marion Law Firm, PLLC 

Brown Crump Vanore & 
Tierney LLP 

Haywood Denny & Miller LLP Nelson Mullins Riley & Scar-
borough LLP 

Tuggle Duggins PA 

Bruce Hoof Law Hedrick Gardner Kincheloe & 
Garofalo LLP 

Nexsen Pruet PLLC Valentine Adams Lewis, Bass & Webb, 
LLP 

Bryant & Lewis, PA Henson & Talley LLP Orbock Ruark & Dillard PC Van Hoy, Reutlinger, Adams & Pierce 
Burton Sue &  
Anderson LLP 

Hill Evans Jordan & Beatty PLLC Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP Van Winkle Buck Wall Starnes & Davis PA 

Butler & Snow LLP Hoffman Koenig PLLC Patrick Harper & Dixon LLP Vernis & Bowling Charlotte PLLC 
Carruthers & Roth PA Holder Padgett Littlejohn + Prickett, LLC Pinto Coates Kyre & Bowers PLLC Wake County Attorney's Office 
Caudle & Spears PA Hornthal Riley Ellis & Maland LLP Pope Aylward Sweeney &  

Stephenson, LLP 
Walker, Allen, Grice, Ammons, Foy & 
Klick, LLP 

Cauley Pridgen PA Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP Poyner Spruill LLP Wall Babcock LLP 
City of Raleigh J Thomas Cox Jr PA Ragsdale Liggett PLLC Wallace Morris Barwick Landis & Stroud 

PA 
Clawson & Staubes PLLC James A. Wilson, Attorney at Law Richard L. Robertson & Associates PA Ward & Smith PA 
Coffey Law, PLLC Johnston Allison & Hord, P.A. Robert E. Ruegger Attorney at Law Waters Law PLLC 
Cranfill Sumner &  
Hartzog LLP 

Kennon Craver, PLLC Roberts & Stevens PA Willardson Law Firm 

Crossley McIntosh Collier 
Hanley & Edes PLLC 

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP Robinson & Lawing LLP William T. Corbett, Jr. 

Davis & Hamrick LLP King Latham Law Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson PA Williams Mullen PC 
Dean & Gibson PLLC Kitch, Drutchas Wagner Valitutti & 

Sherbrook 
Robinson Elliott and Smith Willson Jones Carter & Baxley PA 

Dickie McCamey & 
Chilcote PA 

Law Office of Lori Keeton Rudisill White & Kaplan PLLC Wilson & Ratledge PLLC 

Edgar Law Firm Law Offices of Nigle Barrow, Jr. Russ Worth & Cheatwood  PLLC Womble Bond Dickinson LLP 
Eller Tonnsen Bach Law Offices Of Robert W. Kaylor PA Sharp Micheal Graham & Baker LLP Wyrick Robbins Yates & Ponton LLP 

 
Lewis & Roberts PLLC Sharpless McClearn Lester & 

Duffy, PA 
Yates McLamb & Weyher, LLP 

   York Williams LLP 

   Young Moore & Henderson PA 


